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STEPS:
1. Create an area model for the both fractions in the 
addition equation 

> Use horizontal lines for one area model, and vertical 
lines for the other

2. Cut both area models into the denominator of the other 
fraction using lines going the opposite way.  

> This will give you two equivalent fractions with 
common denominators.

3. Count up the number of squares in one area model to 
get the denominator, and the TOTAL number of SHADED 
squares to get your numerator. 

MODELLING FRACTION ADDITION WITH AREA MODELS

EXAMPLE:
1 4
2 5
+

5
10

8
10

13
10
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Let's try these together (copy it down) 
(a)  3 5

7 9
+ 4 2

6 5
+(b)
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Try these on your own!! Model with an area model

1) 2)

3)
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Try these on your own!! Model with an area model

4) 5)

6)



Attachments

EurekaAddingUnlikeFractionsUsingtheRectangularFractionModelAreaModule1.pdf




Name:________________________________ Date:_________________ 


CCSS 5.NF.1: Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (including mixed numbers) by replacing given fractions with 
equivalent fractions in such a way to produce and equivalent sum or difference of fractions with like denominators.  
 
©Krista Peltier 2018 


 


Adding Unlike Fractions  


Using the Rectangular Fraction Model 
 


Directions: For the following problems, draw a picture using the rectangular fraction model and 


write the answer. Make sure you simplify if necessary! 
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