I. The French Revolution Begins

A. Background to the Revolution

1. 27 million people in France at this time

2. The Three Estates

a. First Estate

(1) had about 130,000 people

(2) clergy

(3) owned about 10% of the land

(4) exempt from taille (a French tax)

(5) divided

b. Second Estate

(1) 350,000 people

(2) nobility

(3) owned 25%-30% of the land

(4) held leading positions in government, military, courts and church

(5) exempt from taille

(6) wanted to expand power at the monarch's expense

c. Third Estate

(1) commoners

(2) 26.5 million people

(3) vast differences in occupation, wealth, and education

(4) Peasants

· 75%-80% of total population

· owned about 35%-40% of the land

· no serfdom but still had obligations to local lords

· relics of feudalism – obligations that survived from medieval times (ex. Pay fees to use village facilities, contributions to the clergy)

(5) Craftspeople, shopkeepers, and other wage earners

· rise in prices during the 18th century

· rose faster than the incomes

· buying power suffers

(6) Bourgeoisie

· middle class

· 8% of the population (2.3 million people)

· owned about 20%-25% of the land

· merchants, bankers, industrialists, lawyers, doctors, writers

· middle class families could rise to nobility

· many were drawn to the ideas of the Enlightenment

3. Financial Crisis

a. bad harvests in 1787 and 1788

b. food shortages, rising food prices, and unemployment

c. almost 1/3 of the population was out of work

d. government continued spending on court and wars

e. Louis XVI was forced to call a meeting of the Estates-General (French parliament) to raise new taxes (hadn't met since 1614)

B. From Estates-General to National Assembly

1. Estates-General composed of all three Estates 

a. First and Second Estates had almost 300 delegates each

b. Third Estate had almost 600 delegates

2. Each Estate got one vote

3. Third Estate wanted:

a. to set up a constitutional government

b. abolish tax exemptions

c. each delegate get one vote

4. King wanted to keep voting the way it was

5. Third Estate called a National Assembly

a. wanted to draft a constitution

b. found the door to the meeting place locked

c. moved to an indoor tennis court

d. swore to write a French constitution, known as the Tennis Court Oath

6. King is prepared to use force

a. Parisians storm the Bastille, a jail and armory

b. Paris is lost to rebels

7. Great Fear

a. rebellions took place all over France

b. peasants fed up with the landholding aristocracy

c. fear of foreign invasions

d. citizens formed militias

C. The Destruction of the Old Regime

1. National Assembly abolished the relics of feudalism (financial privileges of nobles and clergy)

2. Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen

a. inspired by the Declaration of Independence

b. “liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression”

c. freedom and equal rights for all men

d. access to public office based on talent

e. end to exemptions from taxation

f. all citizens have the right to take part in law making

g. free speech and press

h. does equal rights for men mean women too (according to the Assembly, no)

3. The King Concedes

a. thousands of women march on Versailles demanding the king recognize the National Assembly

b. brought the royal family back to Paris with food as a sign of good faith

c. the king and his family become virtual prisoners

4. Church Reforms

a. Church is secularized

b. bishops and priests are to be elected by the people

c. many Catholics become enemies of the Revolution

5. A New Constitution and New Fears

a. constitutional monarchy

b. Legislative Assembly would make the laws

c. only men over 25 who paid a certain amount in taxes could vote

d. some wanted a more drastic change

e. Louis XVI tried to escape (didn't succeed)

6. War with Austria

a. Austria and Prussia threaten to use force to restore Louis XVI power

b. National Assembly declares war, doesn't go well

7. Rise of the Paris Commune

a. desperate times lead to a rise in radical political groups

b. call themselves a commune

c. Paris Commune take the king captive

d. called for a National Convention in which all men had the right to vote

e. violent stage of the French Revolution

f. sans-culottes – ordinary patriots without fine clothes

II. Radical Revolution and Reaction

A. The Move to Radicalism

1. Before the Convention

a. Commune punished supporters of the king

b. thousands were arrested and massacred

2. The Fate of the King

a. new National Convention acted as the ruling body of France

b. abolished the monarchy and established a republic

c. split into factions (dissenting groups) over the fate of the king

(1) Girondins represented the provinces, areas outside the cities, favored keeping the king alive

(2) the Mountain represented the interests of radicals in the city of Paris, wanted to behead the king

d. decree passed condemning Louis XVI to death

e. used a guillotine to kill the king

3. Crises and Response

a. Commune favored radical change and pushed the National Convention

b. western France and provincial cities did not accept National Convention's authority

c. foreign crisis

(1) coalition of Austria, Prussia, Spain, Portugal, Britain, and the Dutch Republics took up arms against France

(2) set to invade France

d. gave broad powers to the Committee of Public Safety

B. The Reign of Terror

1. Committee of Public Safety took control for roughly a year

2. Revolutionary courts were set up to prosecute enemies of the rebellion

3. close to 40,000 were killed including 16,000 by guillotine

4. Crushing Rebellion

a. revolutionary armies used to bring rebellious cities back into the fold

b. made an example of Lyon

c. 1,880 citizens executed

d. guillotine was too slow, used grapeshot (a cluster of small iron balls)

e. no class was safe from the violence

f. claimed that the violence was temporary and eventually the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen would be realized

5. The Republic of Virtue

a. wanted to create a democratic republic composed of good citizens

b. primary education for all

c. slavery abolished in colonies

d. set price limits on necessities (did not work, could not enforce)

e. policy of dechristianization

(1) remove saint from street names

(2) churches were pillaged and closed

(3) priests were encouraged to marry

(4) Notre Dame was renamed “the temple of reason”

6. new calendar

a. 12 months, 3 week month, 10 day week

b. new names

7. France was still overwhelmingly Catholic

C. A Nation in Arms

1. universal mobilization

2. revolutionary army was over one million in less than a year

3. largest European force ever

4. pushed back advances by allies

5. change in warfare

a. wars had been fought by small, professional armies

b. with larger armies came more destruction

6. End of the Terror

a. National Convention voted to guillotine the leader of the Reign of Terror

b. more moderate middle class leaders took control

D. The Directory

1. created a new constitution for stability

2. new legislative assembly

a. two chambers

b. lower chamber was the Council of 500, where law were initiated

c. upper chamber was the Council of Elders, which accepted or rejected them

d. chosen by electors (individuals qualified to vote in an election)

(1) owners or renters of property worth a certain amount

(2) only 30,000

3. Council of Elders elect 5 directors to act as the executive committee

4. era of corruption

5. no side was happy (royalists and radicals)

6. relied on military to maintain its power

7. coup d'etat

a. sudden overthrow of the government

b. led by Napoleon Bonaparte

c. Napoleon seized power

III. The Age of Napoleon

A. The Rise of Napoleon

1. educated at a military school

2. rose quickly through the ranks

3. winning the confidence of his men

a. energetic

b. charming

c. good with words

d. quick decisions

e. intelligent

4. Consul and Emperor

a. took part in the coup d'etat (1799)

b. new government called the consulate (theoretically a republic)

c. Napoleon was the first consul, held all of the power

d. 1802 Napoleon made consul for life

e. 1804 Emperor Napoleon I

B. Napoleon's Domestic Policies

1. Peace with the Church

a. Napoleon was not religious

b. 1801 made an agreement with the pope

(1) recognized Catholicism as the majority religion of France

(2) pope agreed not to ask for the land seized during the revolution

c. church is no longer an enemy

d. pleased people who had purchased church lands

2. Codification of the Laws

a. before the revolution there was not single set of laws

b. Civil Code of law

(1) a.k.a. The Napoleonic Code

(2) recognized the equality of all citizens before the law

(3) right to choose a profession 

(4) religious tolerance

(5) abolition of serfdom and feudalism

(6) protected property rights

(7) unions and strikes were outlawed

c. Civil Code made women “less equal than men”

3. A New Bureaucracy

a. powerful, centralized administrative machine

b. positions given based on talent

c. new aristocracy created, mainly from the middle class (military and civil leaders)

4. Preserver of the Revolution?

a. preserved

(1) Civil Code preserved equality of all citizens before the law

(2) government positions open to talent

b. destroyed

(1) liberty replaced by despotism

(2) Napoleon shut down 60 of France's 73 newspapers

(3) mail was opened by government police

C. Napoleon's Empire

1. Building the Empire

a. resolved the war fought by the Revolutionaries

b. had peace for about a year

c. 1807 – 1812 Napoleon was the master of Europe

(1) French Empire, dependent states, allied states

(2) dependent states were under the rule of Napoleon's relatives

(3) allied states were one's that were defeated by him and forced to join him

2. Spreading the Principles of the Revolution

a. spread religious tolerance, legal equality, and economic freedom

b. Napoleon tried to destroy the old order

c. nobility and clergy lost their special privileges

D. The European Response

1. two reasons Napoleon's Empire didn't work out, Great Britain and nationalism

2. Britain's Survival

a. Britain ruled the seas

b. Napoleon thought to invade Britain, but was defeated at sea

c. Napoleon then tried to ban British imports

(1) failed, countries cheated and resisted

(2) new markets in the Americas and Asia opened up

(3) British exports at an all time high

3. Nationalism

a. nationalism – the unique cultural identity of a people based on common language, religion, and national symbols

b. French nationalism enabled the large revolutionary armies and Napoleon's armies

c. French actually spread nationalism

(1) hated as oppressors

(2) showed Europe was nationalism was and what a country could do with it

E. The Fall of Napoleon 

1. Disaster in Russia

a. Russians refused to follow France's orders to not trade with the British

b. France had to invade Russia or others would follow

c. Grand Army of 600,000 men

d. success depends on swift victory

(1) Russian forces burn their own villages and fields, continue to retreat

(2) when Napoleon reached Moscow it was on fire

(3) forced into the Great Retreat

(4) only 40,000 men left when they get back

e. other countries rise up

(1) Napoleon is sent to Elba, in exile

(2) Bourbon monarchy is restored

2. The Final Defeat

a. not much support for the new king

b. Napoleon returns and is welcomed by the army

c. Napoleon raised an army and attacked Belgium

d. Waterloo

(1) Napoleon met combined British and Prussian forces

(2) Napoleon suffered a bloody defeat

e. exiled...again

(1) this time Napoleon was exiled to St. Helena

(2) small island in the south Atlantic

