Romeo and Juliet – Comprehension Questions
Prologue:

1.  The prologue serves to set the scene, and hint at what will come in the play.  What do we learn about the following:

a)  Where does the story take place?

b)  What is the relationship between the two families?

c)  Who dies?

d)  How will their death affect their parents?

e)  Examine the last two lines.  The prologue offers a “dig” to the audience about their behaviour.   What’s his message?

2.  Is the prologue necessary?  Why?

Act I, scene i

1.  Shakespeare never explains why the Montagues and Capulets are mortal enemies.  What do you think the “ancient grudge” is?

2.  The Prince enters the scene at line 79.  Examine his speech.

a)  What is his opinion of the fighting?

b)  How many brawls have the Capulets and Montagues started?

c)  What will be the consequence if they fight in the streets again?

3.  Benvolio and Lady Matague discuss Romeo, and his latest activities.  What has he been doing? 

4.  Why is Romeo sad?

Act I, scene ii

1.  Journal.  Choose one of the topics and write a half to full page journal entry.

a)  Do you believe in love at first sight?  Why?



OR

b)  Do you think parents should have any control over the marriages of their daughters or sons?

2.  How does Capulet react to Paris’ marriage proposal to Juliet?
3.  What do Benvolio and Romeo decide to do after reading Capulet’s party invitation?

4.  What does Benvolio suggest to Romeo to get over Rosaline?
Act I, scene iii

1.  Based on how she talks to Juliet, and her speech to Lady Capulet, describe the Nurse.  Discuss her relationship with Juliet and her personality.

2.  How does Juliet react to her mother’s news?

3.  What does the Nurse think of Paris?

Act I, scene iv
1.  Why doesn’t Romeo want to join the party?
2.  Mercutio’s “Queen Mab” speech is very famous.  

a)  Who is Queen Mab?

b)  Describe her “chariot”.

c)  How does she create dreams?

d)  What kind of dreams does she offer?

3.  How does Romeo react to Mercutio’s ramblings?

Journal:  We have almost finished reading Act 1.  Review the list of reading strategies.  Which reading strategy/strategies have helped you the most?  
Act I, scene v

1.  There is a lot of action on scene right now.  

a)  What are the servants doing?

b)  What is Capulet doing?

c)  What are the guests doing?

2.  Romeo finally sees Juliet.  What does he think of her?

3.  Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, sees Romeo at the party.  

a)  Why does Tybalt say “This, by his voice, should be a Montague”?

b)  What does he want to do?  Why?

c)  How does Capulet react to Romeo’s arrival?  

d)  What does he tell Tybalt to do?  

e)  How does Tybalt react?

f)  How does this scene foreshadow what will come?

4.  Why do you think the Nurse interrupts Romeo and Juliet’s dance with “Madam, your mother craves a word with you.”?
5.  Why does Benvolio suggest that Romeo leave the party?

6.  Explain Juliet’s last lines:


“My only love sprung from my only hate!


Too early seen unknown, and known to late!


Prodigious birth of live it is to me,


That I must love a loathed enemy.”

