English 112 – Samuel T. Coleridge
"The Rime of the Ancient Mariner"

1. What power enables the Mariner to stop the wedding guest in his tracks? What is the value of "superstition" in this poem"?

2. Why should it matter that the man stopped was on his way to a wedding?

3. Why does the Mariner shoot the Albatross? Is any reason given in the poem?

4. How is the albatross more than a plain old albatross -- what is its spiritual significance, if any? What do you make of the "breeze" that blows through the poem -- i.e. that at certain points the Mariner's ship is becalmed or takes sail?

5. What event or process leads the Mariner to bless the sea-snakes unawares? Why does the Albatross then fall from his neck?

6. Why must the Mariner continue with his penance -- why must he repeat his tale to everyone he can fix with his gaze?

"Kubla Khan"

7. What allows the speaker to compose this poem? How does the enabling factor or power differ from memory, which is especially important to Wordsworth and often to Coleridge as well?

8. If you agree that Kubla Khan is a poet-figure, how does he compose his "poetry"? What significance does the descriptive imagery of his poem hold? In what sense might this poem be said to delve into what we would now call "the Unconscious"?

9. "I would build that dome in air" (46), declares the speaker -- why can't he do it? Or is that what the fragmentary poem we have amounts to -- the dome he would like to build in air?

