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Comparing and Ordering Fractions

There are several strategies you can use to compare fractions.

_ 1 3
1. Use common denominators Ex)}— —
2

: : .2 :
With common denominators,the fraction with the larger numerator is greater

2. Use common numerators EX)E 3

-4 7
When fractions have the same numerators, the fraction with the smaller denominator is
greater because it has bigger pieces.

3. Use benchmarks ( 0, 2, 1) - l

5 %

4. Use one in the difference of the numerator and denominator
6 With one in the difference of numerator and
7 denominator, the bigger the number the larger the

fraction.
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5. Use a combination of the above 3 | "
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How to Use Benchmarks 0, 1/2 ] 1
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3 is closer to 1 because the numerator and denominator are close in value
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1_ is closer to 0 because the numerator is much less than the denominator
7

3 is closer to 1/2 because the numerator is about half the denominator

E but less than 1/2
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For each example order the fractions from least to greatest.

——
Use more than one strategy
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Comparing and Ordering Fractions

There are several strategies you can use to compare fractions.

1. Use common denominators

2. Use common numerators

3. Use benchmarks (0, %2, 1)

4. Use fractions with a difference of 1 between the numerator and
denominator

5. Use a combination of the above

Least = Greostest

Examples; 1. 5/5,1/5, 4/5, 2/5, 3/5
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k.
S

7

In fractions the larger the
denominator, the smaller the size
of the pieces you will have. So if
you are only missing one piece,(or
your numerator is one less than
the denominator), the fraction
with the bigger denominator will
be greater.
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Which fraction in each pair is greater?
Give one or more reasons. Try not to use drawings or models. DO NOT
USE common denominators. Use the strategies we just discussed.

4
a. 4/5 or 4/9 % 7 9 g. 7/12 or 5/12

)
h. 3/5 or 3/7 "'\/,W
J W‘

1. 5/8 or 6/10 p L

|m

sl 2

b. 4/7 or 5/7 -'é?-é

c. 3/8ord/10 2 /.

—_— \
3 lo /2.
s nw )
d. 530r58 o £ To 9/8 or 4/3
e. Yaor9/10 k. 4/6 or 7/12

f. 3/8 or 4/7 1. 8/9 or7/8
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4. Arrange from least to greatest.

(the least common denominator) 253 QLisus |
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9. Of the 30 students in Mrs. Paolucci's
class, 3 were absent. On the same day,

11. While playing got!, Nel lost 3 of his 10

5. Renata and Bonnie have the same gdibﬂs.ﬁﬂrielelg:tg:;;sgdf
4 balls. Which player lost fraction
mMmiﬁsolhefmass. of gol bals?

Yostfaniy spent $72f the 264
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