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Warm Up Grade 8

Dec. 9, 2014

a) Look at the data on the right. What impression does it give its 
readers?

You might be thinking that the graph on the right shows The 
Times makes double the sales of The Daily Telegraph. But take a 
closer look at the scale and you’ll see although The Times does 
make more sales, it’s only beating the competition by about 
10%.
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This graph makes our welfare problem look like it’s spiraling out of control. But note where the yaxis starts…at 94 million!
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What is wrong here?  (Pie charts should add to 100%)
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Extra Practice 1 


Lesson 7.1: Choosing an Appropriate Graph 


1. Each graph below shows the instrument choice for the 2007 Grade 8 Kitsilano Band Program.   


 


   


a) List 2 things you know from the bar graph. 


b) List 2 things you know from the circle graph. 


c) What are some advantages and disadvantages of the bar graph? 


d) What are some advantages and disadvantages of the circle graph? 


e) Could you use a line graph to display this data? Explain. 


2. Here is the enrolment data for the Grade 8 Kitsilano Band Program for 2002–2007. 


Band Program Enrolment 


Year Number of Students 


2002 56 


2003 60 


2004 61 


2005 72 


2006 80 


2007 96 


 


a) Graph these data. Justify your choice of graph. 


b) What other types of graph could you use to display the data? 


c) Could you use a circle graph to display the data? Why or why not? 
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Extra Practice 2 


Lesson 7.2: Misrepresenting Data 


1. These graphs show the cost of a 25-L bottle of water from two suppliers over the past 5 years. 
 


   


a) How do the graphs misrepresent the data? 


b) What features of the graphs make it seem that the cost of a bottle of water from  


H2O water company is lower than for Mountain Clear water company? 


c) What features of the graphs make it seem that the cost of a bottle of water from  


Mountain Clear water company has risen more rapidly than for H2O water company? 


d) Which company is more likely to have created these graphs? 


2. Here are the numbers of first place finishes for last year’s sports day at Wewonnawin 


Elementary. Draw a graph to show how these data can be displayed in each way. 


First Place Finishes  


House Number of Firsts 


Black 25 


Red 20 


Green 18 


Yellow 15 


a) The Black house wants to show they won by a lot. 


b) The Yellow house wants to show that each house had about the same number  


of first place finishes. 


c) The Green house wants to make it look like they won. 
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