World War I

Central Powers of Europe: Germany and Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire (Turkey).
Allied Powers: Great Britain, France and Russia

-These 2 powers went to war August 4, 1914.
- The Battle of the Marne:

- Took place on the Marne River in France, September 6, 1914.  

- It was between the Germans and the French and British soldiers.  The Allies were able to counter attack the Germans by shuttling fresh troops from Paris by way of taxis (sending large troops in through smaller areas – less chance for big attacks from the enemy).  These troops were able to defeat the tiring Germans.

- This battle lasted 1 week (September 6-10) and was one of the biggest battles fought during the Great War.  

· Soon into the war, it began spreading to other parts of the world besides just the European countries.

· Japan was the first non-European country to join the war.

· She had made an alliance with Britain in 1902 and now was called to honour that alliance.

· The next non-European country to join was Turkey.  
· War at Sea

· In an effort to break British control of the seas, the Germans built a fleet of U-Boats which were underwater submarines.  They sent their U-Boats to attack any ships bringing war supplies and materials to the Allies.  

· A ship was in danger even if it belonged to a neutral nation, such as the United States.

· U-Boat attacks on American ships were an important reason why the United States finally declared war on Germany in April 1917.

New Weapons

Heavy Artillery:

· The big guns fire huge numbers of shells.  They damage men’s brain and make their ears bleed.  The noise and impact also give the men “shell shock” – they become partially deaf and their hearing, at times, does not return completely.
· The shells also turn up the land into a sea of muddy craters that make attacking the enemy trenches even more difficult.

Machine Guns:

· A water-cooled machine gun, like the Vickers, can fire 600 bullets a minute.  Soldiers on the attack could be mown down in minutes by a hail of bullets.

Tanks:

· This was an armoured-plated tractor which moved 6 kilometers an hour and was armed with both cannons and machine-guns.  First used by the Allies.

Grenades:

· For close-range fighting, soldiers were trained to use “bayonets” – long knives fixed to the ends of their rifles.  But it was difficult to use these in the trench attacks.

· By 1915, many soldiers preferred to use the hand grenade instead.

Gas:

· Poisonous gas was another new weapon in the Great War.  It was first introduced on April 22, 1915, by the Germans at the second Battle of Ypres.

· But they soon stopped using it, as most people were equipped with gas masks to protect themselves from the fumes.

Important Battles of WWI

The Battle of Somme (July 1916)

· 200 000 British and French soldiers attacked the German trenches around the Somme River on July 1, 1916.  20 000 British soldiers were killed on the first day alone.

· More attacks were made in the summer and autumn.  Tanks were used for the first time in September, but the Germans did not break the line.

· By the end of the battle, over 1 million men were dead – 620 000 British and French and 450 000 Germans.

Vimy Ridge – see attached notes
WWI - 1917

America joins the War

· The Lusitania – Britain ship torpedoed by the Germans in 1915,.

· April 6, 1917 Britain, France and Russia were joined by a new ally: the United States of America.  For a long time, President Woodrow Wilson kept America a neutral party in the war. But when the Germans began sinking the American ships with their U-boats in 1917, he no longer could remain this way and his patience was giving out.
The Zimmerman Telegram –

· This was the final straw in President Wilson’s decision to join the war. 

· Arthur Zimmerman, Germany’s foreign minister, sent a telegram to one of his agents in Mexico suggesting the Mexico make an alliance with Germany.  He suggested that the Mexicans could attack America’s southern states, Texas and Arizona. Wilson had no choice but to go to war.

· The Germans now began a race against time to win the war before the Americans arrived in Europe.

The Russian Surrender

· For 3 years, the war was a stalemate.  Despite large costly offensives, neither side could gain the advantage.  Early in 1917, however, Russia’s heavy losses brought about the overthrow of the Czar.  A few months later, Lenin came to power and made peace with the Germans.

The Allied Victory

· The Allies, strengthened by fresh American troops, then launched an offensive against the Germans.  They finally broke through the enemies defenses.  On November 11, 1918, the German government agreed to an armistice (a ceasefire), and the war came to an end.

How much did the War cost?

· World War I was the largest and most costly war mankind had suffered until that time.  More than 65 million men went to war, 9 million fighting men were killed, 22 million were wounded, and 5 million were “missing in action”. In addition, large numbers of civilians were killed in the fighting or died of starvation and disease caused by the war.

PEACE

Paris Peace conference – January 18, 1919

· Took place deliberately at Versailles because it was on this same day and in the same location that in 1871 Bismarck had proclaimed the formation of the German Empire.

· The 5 Treaties were called:

Treaty of Versailles was the most important.


The “Big Four” involved in the Paris Peace conference were:

1) Woodrow Wilson – United States

2) David Lloyd George – Great Britain

3) George Clemeneau – France

4) Vittorio Orlando – Italy

· Each of the Big Four were looking for something:

1) Wilson (US) – wanted the world to accept his document “Fourteen Points” – a general statement of humane and idealistic principles on how the peace settlement should be handled.

2) Lloyd George (Great Britain) – wanted to make Germany pay and to add to the British Empire.

3) Clemenceau (France) – wanted protection against future German attacks.

4) Orlando (Italy) – wanted land.

Terms of the Treaty of Versailles

Territorial Changes – 

#1 - Article 42- Germany is forbidden to build any fortification (to strengthen against attacks) on the left bank of the Rhine River.  It may not build any fortifications on the right bank for a distance of 50 km.

#2 - Article 51 – Alsace and Lorraine are returned to France.
Military Terms:

#3 - Article 160 - After March 31, 1920, the total number of men in the German Army must not be more than 100 000 men.  

#4 - Article 231 – “Guilt Clause” - Germany accepts the responsibility for causing all the loss and damages done to the civilian population of the Allied Powers.  It shall also pay for damages done to their property.

· Because the Germans were considered guilty for causing the war, they were ordered to pay 33 billion dollars to the Allied Forces.

· On June 28, 1919 – the Germans reluctantly signed the Treaty of Versailles.

· One of the major accomplishments of the Paris Peace Conference was the formation of the League of Nations.  Its purpose was to promote international co-operation for improving health, education, labour, and basic well-being for all of the world’s people.

Russian Revolution

· A dictator is a powerful ruler who rules his country directly.

- The two outstanding types of government that arose in the 20th century are: communism and fascism.

A Communist government is a political system where there are no social classes and a common ownership of industries and farms, as well as a sharing of work and of the goods produced from this work.

- The other names for Russia during this time were the Soviet Union or USSR- Union of Soviet Socialist Republics – These names did not take effect until after The Bolsheviks take control
- Russia was ruled at the beginning of the 20th century by an absolute monarch, called a czar or tsar (both meaning the same thing)

- The common people in Russia made up most of its society.  They were poor and oppressed peasants, who suffered greatly.

- Most shopkeepers in Russia during this time advertised their supplies in the forms of pictures and not words because most of the people were illiterate.

Overthrowing the Czar:

· There were 2 revolutions where the czar was overthrown.  The first one took place 1905.

· On January 22, 1905 thousands of workers, women and children marched to the czar’s palace in St. Petersburg.  They were demanding better working conditions, more freedom and a voice in the governement.

· They came in peace, but the czar ordered his soldiers to open fire on the crowd and hundreds of people were killed.  The people of Russia still call this day Bloody Sunday. 

· As tragic as this day was, it still did not weaken Czar Nicholas II’s absolute power over his people.

March 1917 – 2nd Revolution:

· During World War I, the Germans were slaughtering the Russians.  Many of the country’s railroads broke down and people were starving everywhere.

· The people forced the czar to abdicate (give up his power).  This second outbreak is known as the March Revolution.

Gregory Rasputin (1872-1916)

· During Czar Nicholas’ reign, a very strange man became an important figure in his family’s life.  Gregory Rasputin was a Siberian peasant who became a monk and healer.

· Later in his life, he moved to St. Petersburg and soon became entangled in the Russian royal family.

· The royal heir, Alexei, had hemophilia.  With this disease, even minor bumps can cause sever bleeding.  At this time in history, medical doctors could not control this sever bleeding.

· Czar Nicholas and his wife Czarina Alexandra began taking Rasputin’s advice about Alexei’s condition.  Soon they were even taking his advice about Russian officials and policies.

· However, Rasputin’s advice was not very good and it caused many problems.

· To end Rasputin’s influence, some Russian nobles assassinated him.  First, they poisoned him, but he survived, then they shot him several times and drowned him.

Political Parties in Russia:

Socialism – an economic and political system where the government owns and controls all industry.

· Karl Marx, a German thinker of the 1800s.

· The political party known as the Communists was founded by a brilliant revolutionary, Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov, better known as Lenin.

· Lenin formed his own branch of the party called the Bolsheviks.

· Lenin believed that Socialism would lead to a more perfect society called Communism.  In this society, everyone would share in the work and the products on an equal basis.

· Gradually, Lenin had many Russian workers and peasants following him.

· Lenin dies in 1924 and was remembered as the “Father of the Revolution”.  After his death, Joseph Stalin took control.

