The Holocaust
· This term refers to the systematic murder of approximately 6 million Jews between 1933 – 1945

· In the Bible, the Greek translation is “total burning”.

Some things we should think about when studying the Holocaust are:

1. the use and abuse of power

2. the role and responsibilities of individuals, organizations and countries/nations to stand up and question events which we do not believe are right.

· When we begin to learn about historical event, we will learn that many people did not question Hitler’s rules and ways of thinking (philosophies); many just went along with him or did not interfere or get involved.

· The events of the Holocaust occurred in 2 main phases: 1933-39 and 1939-45

1939 – 1945

- On January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler was named Chancellor, the most powerful position in the German government.

- He was the leader of the National Socialist German Workers Party or Nazi Party.

- Once in power, he moved quickly to end German freedoms.  He stopped the freedoms of press and speech and put his special security forces – the Special State Police (the Gestapo), the Storm Troopers (S.A.) and the Security Police (S.S.) to arrest or murders the leaders of the opposite political parties.
- At this time, the Nazis began convincing the German population to follow their philosophies.  They believed that the Germans were a superior race and that there was a struggle between them and the other minority races.  They saw the Jews, Gypsies and the physically and mentally challenged as serious threats to their pure, Aryan race – the “master race”.

- The Jews were the Nazis’ principle target.  They wrote hateful messages which unfairly blamed the Jews for Germany’s economic troubles.

- Between 1933 and 1939 new German laws were:

1. Jews had to quit their civil service jobs – university and law positions.

2. Nuremburg Laws – took Jewish citizenship away – they were no longer considered citizens of Germany.

3. No longer permitted to attend public schools, theaters, vacation resorts or to live or walk in certain areas of German cities.

4. Jews were no longer permitted to own businesses.

- “Kristallnacht” – this event took place in 1938.  The Nazis began destroying Jewish synagogues (churches) and Jewish owned stores.  There were arrests of many Jewish men, destruction of homes and murders of innocent individuals. 

· Although, the Jews were the main target of the Nazi attacks, they also persecuted other groups they viewed as inferior.
· They believed in creating an improved human race.  The Nazis forced many people to undergo “involuntary sterilization” – these people were subjected to surgical or radiation procedures which did not permit them to have children.
Terms to know:

- Genocide – the systematic killing of a whole people or nation.

· Extermination – term used to refer to the total destruction of the Jews.

· Death camps – Nazi centers of murder or extermination.  Jews and non-Jews were brought to them to be put to death as part of Hitler’s “final solution”.

· Anti-Semitism – dislike/prejudice against Jews.

· Auschwitz – city in Southwestern Poland 

· the largest and most famous concentration and death camps.

· By the end of 1942, it was the centre of the “Final Solution”.

- Concentration Camps – began as places where political prisoners – those who spoke out against the Nazis – were kept.

- Later, they were used as weapons of terror – holding Jews and non-Jews prisoners.

· a place where those considered fit for heavy physical work were sent.  If a person could no longer carry out the heavy physical work required to remain in a concentration camp, he or she was then sent to an extermination camp (death camp) for certain death.  Some camps, like Auschwitz in Poland, were a combination of extermination camp and concentration camp.

· Ghetto – section of a city where Jews were required to live.
· Sometimes surrounded by guards and barbed wire or brick walls.

· If Jews were found outside ghetto without “permission”, they were killed.

Star of David – yellow star all Jews were required to wear by law.
· Aryan – term used by the Nazis to mean a superior, Caucasian (white skinned) German who would bring about Hitler’s “master race”

· Crematorium – ovens or furnaces where concentration camp inmates’ gassed bodies were burned.

· Displaced Persons – term generally used for people who survived the concentration camps and were left homeless after the Allied liberation.

· Gas Chamber – a unit or room where ventilation was sealed so that death could be induced through the use of gas.

· Gestapo – the secret police organization of the Nazi Party.  They used terror and torture to overpower anyone opposing the Nazi organization and policies.
· Ghetto  - the walled-off section of the city to which Jews were restricted. This allowed governments to maintain complete control over all Jewish activity.  The ghettos became a stopping place before deportation to concentration and extermination camps.

· Nuremberg Race Laws – Legalized persecution.  In 1935 Hitler put anti-Semitism in Germany’s legal books.  Jews were not accepted in German society.  They ere not permitted to own property; they could not attend a university; they were required to wear the Star of David identifying them as Jews.  This process of dehumanization marked the beginning of the Holocaust.

· Nuremberg Trials - The Nuremberg trials were a series of military tribunals most notable for the prosecution of prominent members of the political, military, and economic leadership of Nazi Germany after its defeat in World War II. The trials were held in the city of Nuremberg, Germany, from 1945 to 1946, at the Palace of Justice. The first and best known of these trials was the Trial of the Major War Criminals before the International Military Tribunal (IMT), which tried 22 of the most important and infamous captured leaders of Nazi Germany. It was held from November 21, 1945 to October 1, 1946.
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Nuremberg Trials. Defendants in their dock. The main target of the prosecution was Hermann Göring (at the left edge on the first row of benches), considered to be the most important surviving official in the Third Reich after Hitler's death

· Swastika – an ancient symbol, often used as an ornament or religious sign by Buddhists, Celts, Greeks and North and South American Indians.  In 1920, it was adopted as the symbol of the National Socialist Party of Germany (Nazi Party) and came to stand for all evils associated with the Nazis.  It is now banned in Germany.
· Synagogue – a holy building where Jews assemble to worship.  The building is also used for educational purposes and social gatherings.
