Defiance Assignment
1. What were the “Jewish Partisans”?

2. Research at least two Jewish Partisan testimonials from World War II.

3. What is anti-Semitism?

4. What were Jewish ghettos?

5. What are Refugee Camps? What is the difference between a refugee camp and a partisan camp?

6. Why do you think the Bielski brothers hide in the woods? What

does the forest offer them? What does the forest lack that they may need?
7. How is Pachenko’s (the leader of the Russian Partisan group) camp different from the Bielski camp? How is it similar?
8. What does the word stereotype mean?

9. When the Russian commander learns about the Bielski unit, he claims, “But Jews don’t fight!” Tuvia responds, “These Jews fight.” 
The stereotype of Jews was that they were bookish scholars, rather than fighters. How were the Bielskis different from the stereotype of Jews at the time? 
How could this particular stereotype be dangerous to Jews? 
How could it have become a self-fulfilling prophecy?
10. Have you ever been stereotyped? How did you react? 
Were you successful in changing the perception that others had of you based on the stereotype? How?
If you have not, have you ever seen someone be stereotyped against? How do you think they would have felt in this situation?

