Twins Page 213 – Echoes Textbook

Eric Wright

Born 4 May 1929) is a professor and Canadian writer of mystery novels.

Wright was born in South London, England. He immigrated to Canada in 1951, when he was 22 years old. 

He attended the University of Manitoba where he completed his B.A. (1957),and the University of Toronto where he received his M.A. (1963).Toronto Until his retirement Wright taught English at Ryerson Polytechnic University, Toronto (1958–89). Wright now continues to live in , Ontario with his wife and two daughters. 

Wright's books have won numerous awards over the years. Four of his novels have been awarded the Arthur Ellis Award for Best Crime Novel. Among them The Night the Gods Smiled, which also received the 1984 City of Toronto Book Award, and Britain's John Creasy Memorial Award for a best crime drama.Derrick Murdoch Award  Smoke Detector and Death in the Old Country are also books that have received the Arthur Ellis Award. In 1998, Wright received the  for lifetime contributions to Canadian crime writing. His novel The Kidnapping of Rosie Dawn went on to be nominated for the Edgar Award. 

Work to complete:

1) Read the story.

2) Complete the following vocabulary:

a. row

b. Brethen

c. Sanctity

d. Condominium

e. enquiry

f. in medias res

3) Complete the following short answer questions in sentence form. Be sure to use the examples to support your ideas.

A) It has been said that a good detective writer is always honest with the reader.  How does Eric Wright provide his readers with clues to the outcome of the story?


 B) A common theme in detective fiction is “crime does not pay.” In your opinion, is it possible that this story sets up a situation in which crime will go unpunished?

C) In medias res is a Latin phrase meaning "in the middle of things." Explain how the term can be applied to the opening of this story and evaluate the author's choice in employing this technique.


D) Describe the difference in narrative style between the two parts of the story.  Determine why the author chose each style and the effectiveness of each.


