The Seven Years’ War

North America: 

· the greatest conflict of the Seven Year’s War took place in North American between the British and the French
· It began in the Ohio River valley and moved to the area of surrounding Quebec

· The British and the French fought over two main areas 1) the water ways of the gulf of St. Lawrence- protected by the fortress of Louisburg and by forts that guarded French Quebec. 2) The unsettled Ohio River valley

The Action:
· The French began to move down from Canada and up from Louisiana to build forts in the Ohio River valley.
Big Deal to British:
· This threatened to cut off the British settlers in the 13 British colonies from moving out into other areas.

What Happened:
· The Native Americans who lived there supported the French but the British brought in William Pit the elder, its prime minister and he used the force of the British navy.

· The French had more troops but not enough navel support.

· The defeat of French boats in a major navel battle gave the British an advantage because without French boats to support their forts they were doomed. 

· In 1759 the British forces under General Wolfe defeated the French who were under the command of General Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham.

· Both generals died in this battle.

· The British went on to seize Montreal, the Great Lakes area and the Ohio River valley.

· The French were forced to make peace.

· They had to according to the tready of Paris 1) transfer Canada and its land east of Missippi to England, 2) Spain, an ally of the French had to transfer Spanish Florida to British control, 3) And in return the French gave their Louisiana territory to the Spanish

· BY 1763 Great Britain has become the world’s greatest colonial power.
