	Background
Shakespeare's tragedy Hamlet is perhaps his most famous play, a mainstay in theaters around the world. The play's ongoing appeal may come from Shakespeare's ingenious central character, a puzzled young prince lost in the greater puzzle of his once happy life turned upside down. Hamlet's uncle, the new King Claudius, has married Hamlet's recently widowed mother, Queen Gertrude. Still grief-stricken by the death of his father and soon haunted by his father's ghost, Prince Hamlet is seized by intense inner conflicts. As war approaches and others plot against him, Hamlet agonizes over what to do.

The tragedy of Hamlet was first performed in the 1600-1601 season, along with The Merry Wives of Windsor, at the Globe, a new open-roofed theater in a suburb outside of London. As an actor and part-owner of the Globe, Shakespeare usually wrote two plays every year. To achieve this, he often relied on other works as sources, as he did for Hamlet. He may have derived the story of Hamlet from an Icelandic saga, from Geatish tradition, and even from an 11th century Persian tale. It is also thought that Shakespeare used parts of Saxo Grammaticus's Gesta Danorum as inspiration. In 1580 playwright Thomas Kyd produced the work for the English theater known asUr-Hamlet, but it bore little resemblance to Shakespeare's later play. Shakespeare chose to approach the story from a completely original point of view: he chose to focus mainly on Prince Hamlet's deep emotional struggle.

Shakespeare wrote Hamlet in about 1600, about ten years after he began writing for the London stage. By this time, Shakespeare was a famous playwright, known for his insightful history plays and sparkling comedies as well as three other plays that some classify as tragedies-Titus Andronicus, Romeo and Juliet, and Julius Caesar. Shakespeare also had already written other poetry and his sonnets. Hamlet seems to represent a turning point in Shakespeare's work. Though he went on to write several more comedies,Hamlet is the first of several intense tragedies, including Othello, King Lear, Macbeth, and Antony and Cleopatra.

Many versions of Hamlet were published between 1603 and 1623. The first printing was probably a short version that someone pirated (wrote down) during a performance. A second version apparently came from Shakespeare's actual document, though a slightly different third version appeared later. The version of Hamlet that we know today is a combination of these second and third versions.



	


