Hamlet Notebook Project
English 112 – Mrs. J. Underhill
This project will consist of the following elements:

Decorated folder--construction paper will be supplied to you

Quotes--you will have a choice of 10 out of 20 quotes

Journal entries--you will have 10 entries that deal with Hamlet
Self-evaluation and grade for project--you will give yourself a grade for this project and explain why you feel that you deserve the grade that you gave yourself.  I will read your project and determine if your grade is fair, inflated, or lower than it should be.  It is to your advantage to give yourself the correct grade.  If you inflate your grade or undervalue your work, a penalty will be assessed.

Decorated folder:
I will supply you with a piece of construction paper so that you can create your folder for your project.  You will need to decorate it a way that reflects the themes and/or characters of Hamlet.  

Journal topics:
Write a one-page entry for each of the following topics.  You will have 10 pages total for this part of the project.  You should type your answers to give a more professional look to your project.

1."I don't get mad; I get even."  "Revenge is a dish best served cold."  "Keep your friends close but your enemies closer."  Is revenge ever the right thing to do?  Is it right to allow people to hurt us with no retribution?  Explain your point of view.

2. If your parents really disliked the person that you wanted to marry, would you marry this person anyway?  Explain.

3. "Goodnight Sweet Prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest."  Horatio is the only person who is truly loyal to Hamlet.  Who and what are the people and things that you are most loyal to?  Is loyalty still something that we value?  Why or why not?

4. Does Hamlet really love Ophelia?  Why do you think as you do?  Use the play to back yourself up.

5. How do you think you would react if your mother married your uncle?  Hamlet was 30 when this happens in his family.  Taking the murder of his father out of consideration, why is he so concerned about his mother's remarriage?  Remember--he was upset before he discovered Claudius' role in his father's death.

6. Why does the fact that Claudius does not stop Gertrude from drinking the wine condemn him even more in the reader's eyes? 

7. Is Hamlet deserving of Horatio's beautiful epitaph?  Why or why not?  Use the actions of Hamlet to provide evidence for your answer.

8. Is Hamlet sane throughout the play?  Does he ever have moments of insanity or is he totally lucid and somewhat destructive throughout the play?  Explain why you feel as you do.

9. Why do we feel differently about Hamlet at the end of the play than we feel about Claudius?  How many people is each man responsible for killing?  Show how Claudius was a hypocrite.  Was Hamlet as hypocritical?  Explain your answer.

10. Is Hamlet a relevant play for today's audience?  What does the modern reader gain from Hamlet?  Should students today continue to read this play?

Quotes:
Choose 10 of the quotes below, and give the following information about each quote.

a. Type the quote and identify who said it and to whom it was said.

b. What does the speaker mean by what he/she is saying?  Give the context of the quote and the meaning.

c. How does this quote apply to the world in which we live today?

1. "Frailty, thy name is woman."  P. 33 Line 146
2. "But, good my brother, do not as some ungracious pastors do, show me the steep and thorny way to heaven, whiles, like a puffed and reckless libertine, himself the primrose path of dalliance treads and recks not his own rede."  P. 47 Line 46
3. "Neither a lender or borrower be for loan oft loses both itself and friend."  P. 49 Line 75
4. "Something is rotten in the state of Denmark." P. 61 Line 90
5. "Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice."  P. 49 Line 68
6. "To thine own self be true and it must follow as the night the day, thou canst not then be false to any man."  P. 49 Line 78
7. "O that this too, too solid flesh would melt, thaw, and resolve itself into a dew.  Or that the Everlasting had not fixed his canon 'gainst self-slaughter."  P. 31 Line 109
8. "O Hamlet, what a falling-off was there, from me, whose love was of that dignity that it went hand in hand even with the vow I made to her in marriage, and to decline upon a wretch whose natural gifts were poor to those of mine!"  P. 67 Line 48
9. "There are more things in heaven and earth . . . than are dreamt of in your philosophy."  P. 75 Line 167
10. "The time is out of joint.  O cursed spite that ever I was born to set it right!"  P. 75 Line 190
11. "Brevity is the soul of wit."  P. 99 Line 90
12. "Leave her to heaven."  P. 69 Line 87
13. "To be honest, as this world goes, is to be one man pick'd out of ten thousand."  P. 105 Line 176
14. "Though this is madness, yet there be method to it."  P. 107 Line 204
15. "But there is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so."  P. 109 Line 249
16. "The play's the thing wherein I'll catch the conscience of the King." P. 127 Line 603
17. "To be or not to be, that is the question.  Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune or to take arms against a sea of troubles and by opposing end them."  P. 137 Line 57
18. "Thus conscience does make cowards of us all . . ."  P. 139 Line 84
19. "Sweets to the sweet."  P. 291 Line 238
20. "O good Horatio, what a wounded name will live behind me."  P. 319 Line 337
Self-evaluation and grade:
First give yourself a grade for the project.  Then explain in one page of writing why you feel that you have earned the grade that you have given yourself.  Be careful here.  I don't want false modesty nor do I want you to give yourself an inflated grade just because you need it to pass for the six-weeks.  Remember I will have the final say on what your grade for this project will be.  Keep in mind the following criteria when giving yourself this grade.

a. creativity, color, appeal of folder decoration




b. neatness and presentation quality of project overall
* Mark out of 20 for 
each points
c. effort and time put into the project





     * At least two reasons 









     to support the mark 










     given for each point.
d. quality, knowledge of the play, and thought put into journal entries

     * Total of five











     paragraphs for this 










    section of the project 
e. quality and correctness of answers to quotes

