History 113 - Canadian Nationalism Assignment

Chapter 25 – Nationalism - Italian and German Unification

Task One:  History of Canadian Flag
Nationalism is defined as: 
The strong belief that the interests of a particular nation are of crucial importance. Also, the belief that a people who share a common language, history, and culture should create an independent nation, free of external control.

Our Canadian flag is a symbol of our nationalism as Canadians, but the history of our flag is an interesting one. Please follow the links below and watch the the short video featuring the history behind the flag debate of 1964.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyYPG3klcsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTMdH9-kmDk
Task Two: History of the Canadian Flag
The picture below shows a coat of arms produced about 1905 to represent the various provinces and peoples who made up the Dominion of Canada in those days. (Dominion of Canada" is a title that was used for much of the late 19th and early 20th Century to refer to the nation of Canada in a full, formal capacity. Just like individuals, most countries have both a "short-form" and "long-form" name, with one for casual use and the other for formal situations. For example, "Germany" would be the casual name, while "The Federal Republic of Germany" would be the formal title. For many years "the Dominion of Canada" was used as Canada's long-form name.

Some of the symbols it contains are:

· a crown and lion for the monarchy, a red Cross of St. George for England

· fleur-de-lis for France and thistles for Scotland

· a ship for New Brunswick, a codfish for Newfoundland

· a beaver, a buffalo and maple leaves as specifically Canadian symbols.

· The official coat of arms of Canada also includes shamrocks to represent the Irish.
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For almost a century, symbols like these were used to represent the origins and cultural connections of Canadian citizens. In the 1960's, however, Canadians began to ask for their own flag, something distinctive. Hundreds of designs were submitted to a Parliamentary committee, and fiery debates went on for months. Finally, on February 15, 1966, the Red Maple Leaf flag was introduced in Canada. February 15th is officially known as Flag Day. 
Work to complete:
 

1. Research and show at least 5 of the rejected designs of the Canadian flag.

2. Briefly provide some background information on these designs – who designed them, date of design, meaning behind the symbols used.

3. Research the meaning behind the design of our current flag. Answer the following questions:
·  What do the colours symbolize? 

· Why did they choose the maple leaf and the three different sections? 

· Who designed the current flag? 
Task Three:  Canadian Identity Questions

Type up your responses to the following questions:

1. Do you think nationalistic or patriotic symbols such as the Maple Leaf are important today?  Please explain.

2. What do the maple leaf and the Canadian flag mean to you?

3. Is there a Canadian symbol that you relate more to than others?  Explain why or why not.

4. As a national symbol, can or does the flag of Canada represent all the citizens of Canada?

5. Discuss what being a Canadian (living in Canada) means to you.

Task Four: Design a flag for the 21st Century

1. Design a flag which you feel represents the people and country of Canada in the 21st century. Unlike a coat of arms, a flag needs to be a somewhat simpler design than the early 20th century and it needs to be unique, so that it can be easily identified and remembered. 

2. Choose a single symbol or symbols which are distinctively Canadian and easy to recognize. Use colours which symbolize important Canadian traits too, for example, things like red for Britain, or blue for water and white for snow.
3. Because this is a chance to show your understanding of Canada and Canadian symbols, not a test of your artistic ability, you will write a description of your new flag. The first paragraph will describe the flag itself and, the second paragraph will explain the symbols and colours, and your reasons for choosing them.
· Please complete this on plain white paper by hand or using a computer program – whichever is more comfortable to you.
· This assignment will replace your test for this chapter so please treat it very seriously and do your very best work.

