Music as Poetry

Are songs poetry?

· Select a song you believe is a great example of poetry.  Choose carefully; make sure it is school appropriate.

· You must research the following information and complete a report.
RESEARCH:

1. A brief background on the artist – include date of birth, birthplace, best known work and any other interesting facts you think we would be interested in. 
2. Provide copy of the lyrics to pass out to the students in the class. (if you need this photocopied, YOU must let me know beforehand)
· You must provide an interpretation of the song.  You must include:

1. Who the speaker is and who the audience is. You also need reasons to support your choices.
2. Choose any 3 of the following literary devices that appear in your song and identify them:

· Metaphor

· Hyperbole

· Personification

· Onomatopoeia

· Simile

· Alliteration

· Oxymoron

3. What message is being sent? Why do you think this? You must include reasons to support your choices.
4. Why you chose this particular song. What is it about this song that made you choose it?
5. An explanation discussing why this song is an example of poetry.

· You will complete a write up of the above information which will be passed into me. The write up will be the information on the artist and your responses to questions #1-5. Each number above will represent the number of paragraphs your write-up will consist of, therefore, when you are finished, you will have well-written paragraphs explaining your song.
· You will also present your song to the class and this will also be included in your final mark.

Guidelines for Research

· Wikipedia is NOT a good research site!

· You are researching information – no copying and pasting information! If this happens, you will receive a zero on your project – no exceptions!

· You must research your information – which means you read through the info and then write what you have learned into your own words.

· Your background information does not have to be long, it just has to include the info we are looking for.

· You do not have to complete a handwritten draft, you can just open up your Microsoft Windows and begin collecting information there and when you are ready to start to do your write up, the info is already in your document.

· Please do not use anything other than 12 font and your may choose a font style – just make sure it is easy to read.

Presentation

Follow the format below:

* Every number should have its own slide in Smart Notebook or PowerPoint

* Use your points as "springboards" to help with presenting your information to your audience

1. Picture of artist/band

2. Points about their life and music career

3. Students read lyrics

* read silently first 

* Go through and read lyrics aloud with students

4. Discuss vocabulary or sentences students may need help with

5. Listen to song - insert link to song

6. Message in song - tell students what you think it is

Discuss the “meaning behind the words”.

* Who the speaker is.

* Who the audience is.

* What message is being sent?

* Why you chose this particular song.


7. Explain how your song an example of poetry - give specific examples

Rubric:

· Please keep this sheet in your binder as you will have to pass it to me BEFORE you present

Researched information:

-
Thorough research - 10

-
Depth of interpretation – 5

-
Organization – 5

-
Word choice - 5

-
Passed in on time - 5

Total = 30

Presentation:

-
Organization - follows guidelines set - 5

-
Clarity, tone and volume – 5

-
Sensitivity to audience – 5

-
Enthusiasm – 5

TOTAL = 20

GRAND TOTAL = 50 marks

Presentation

	Organization
	5
	

	Volume/Tone/Clarity
	5
	

	Audience Sensitivity
	5
	

	Enthusiasm
	5
	

	TOTAL
	25
	


Report

	Research
	10
	

	Song Interpretation
	5
	

	Organization
	5
	

	Word Choice
	5
	

	Punctuality
	5
	

	TOTAL
	30
	


