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Read to Understand Chapters 10 and 11:        Making Inferences
Directions: For each of the passages below, read the passage and the question(s) that follow. Underline the clues from the passage that will help you answer the question. You will not find the answer directly in the text. Instead, you will have to use clues from what you read to come up with the correct answer. This is called making and inference. Then write your answer in the space provided.
“I walked down the hall in a daze. Dally had taken the car and I started the long walk home in a stupor. Johnny was dead. But he wasn’t. That still body back in the hospital wasn’t’ Johnny. Johnny was somewhere else – maybe asleep in the lot, or playing the pinball machine in the bowling alley, o r sitting on the back steps of the church in the Windrixville. I’d go home and walk by the lot, and Johnny would be sitting on the curb smoking a cigarette, and maybe we’d lie on our backs and watch the stars. He isn’t dead, I said to myself. He isn’t dead. And this time my dreaming worked. I convinced myself that he wasn’t dead.”

1. With all that Ponyboy has been though, it’s understandable that he would have a hard time accepting Johnny’s death. What can you infer about Ponyboy’s mental state? Is there any evidence in the above paragraph that tells you what is going on in Ponyboy’s mind? Explain your answer.
“’Soda, did I ask for Darry while I was sick?’

‘Yeah, sure,’ he said, looking at me strangely. ‘You asked for him and me both. Sometimes Mom and Dad. And for Johnny.’

‘Oh, I thought maybe I didn’t ask for Darry. It was bugging me.’”

2. Why would Ponyboy worry about not asking for Darry? What other evidence from the novel can you find that supports your inference? Be sure to include page numbers for any quotes you use.

“The only thing I had felt in a long time was being scared. Scared stiff. I’d put off thinking about the judge and the hearing for as long as I could. Soda and Darry didn’t like to talk about it either, so we were all silently counting off the days while I was sick, counting the days that we had left together.”
3. What are the Curtis boys afraid of? Why are they worried? Support your answer with quotes from the book.

