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Stereotyping, Part 4
Internal Conflict
Throughout the novel, Ponyboy seems to be having an internal debate about being a hood. In chapter 9, he thinks,

“Soda and Steve and I had put on more hair oil than was necessary, but we wanted to show that we were greasers. Tonight we could be proud of it. Greasers may not have much, but they have a rep. That and long hair. (What kind of world is it where all I have to be proud of is a reputation for being a hood, and greasy hair? I don’t want to be a hood, but even if I don’t steal things and mug people and get boozed up, I’m marked lousy. Why should I be proud of it?) Darry never went in for the long hair. His was short and clean all the time.”
“Tim Shepard and company were already waiting when we arrived at the vacant lot, along with a gang from Brumly, one of the suburbs. Tim was a lean, catlike eighteen-year-old who looked like the model JD you see in movies and magazines. He had the right curly black hair, smoldering dark eyes, and a long scar from temple to chin where a tramp had belted him with a broken pop bottle. He had a tough, hard look to him, and his nose had been broken twice. Like Dally’s, his smile was grim and bitter. He was one of those who enjoyed being a hood. The rest of his bunch were the same way. The boys from Brumly, too. Young hoods - who would grow up to be old hoods. I’d never thought of it before, but they’d just get worse as they got older, not better. I looked at Darry. He wasn’t going to be any hood when he got old. He was going to get somewhere. That’s why he’s better than the rest of us, I thought. He’s going somewhere. And I was going to be like him. I wasn’t going to live in a lousy neighborhood all my life.”
Complete the chart on Ponyboy’s internal conflicts about what it means to be a greaser, a hood (juvenile delinquent), or a Soc. Keep in mind the stereotypes associated with each group as you complete the chart.

	
	Being a Greaser
	Being a hood
	Being a Soc

	What qualifies you to be in this group?


	
	
	

	Your reputation in society if you are in this group.
	
	
	

	What this group feels is important.


	
	
	

	Your future if you belong to this group.


	
	
	


In chapter 8, Randy and Pony talk and start to see each other as people, not just Greasers or Socs. On the back of this paper or a separate sheet of lined paper, tell how society should not use looks to judge someone’s character. Be sure to include reasons why stereotypes can lead people to misjudge others. Your answer should be 1 to 2 paragraphs in length.
