Blackville School Newsletter

September 20, 2012
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WELCOME BACK!!  Here we are at the beginning of another school year---with the journey to June entirely ahead of us.  It is the time for all involved (administration, teachers, parents, and students) to set appropriate goals and expectations for ourselves, so we can safely arrive in June, looking back on another satisfying year.
A sincere welcome goes out to Maggie Murphy (grade 1),  Holly Norton (grade 1), Angela Moody (grade 6 & 7), Tracey Moody (Middle & High Resource), and Milissa O’Keefe (grade 9-12).  Currently we have Troy Cable replacing Melissa O’Keefe and Holly McEvoy replacing Bev Demmings.  Christina Donovan has joined our Educational Assistant team.     
Peanut Safe  Please be advised that since September 2011 Blackville School is a “Peanut Safe” School Environment.  We now have four students with peanut allergies. We ask parents to refrain from packing foods that may contain peanuts in children’s lunches.  Thank You for your help with this.  
Waiver Forms Please sign and return the green waiver form (both sides) that your child brought home. One side of the waiver form is required prior to students being given permission to go on any field trips.  The other side permits students to be included in photography that may be posted on the school or district website as well as around the school.  
Address and personal information changes!  Personal data information sheets have been sent home recently.  Please be sure to review them and make any necessary corrections before returning them.  If you have an e-mail address, please include it on the form.

Student Fees

Please note the fee structure.
K-2 ……….$15
3-5 ………..$20
6-12 ………$25
Family ……$60

Homework Books

Students in grades K-8 have received student agendas. It is expected that students will record their homework assignments in their agendas for the benefit of parents. 

Volunteers!

If you are interested in volunteering at Blackville School or know of someone who is, please advise the school secretary (843-2900). 

Main Entrance !  Although we believe we live in a very safe community, we must be proactive in ensuring our students are safe at all times.  As was our practice last year, we will continue to keep all exit doors locked from 8:35 AM to 3:00 PM each day.  
Visiting The School  When visiting the school, please check in at the office.  All parents/visitors in the school must have a VISITORS PASS if they are going to proceed further than the main office.  Visitor passes will not be issued during the course of the instructional day.  Should it be necessary that you need to communicate directly with your child, your child will be called to the office by the school secretary.  More than ever it is imperative that teachers get the most out of instructional time, so as not to impede on the education of our children. Thank you for your anticipated co-operation.

If you need to discuss an issue with a teacher, please make arrangements through the secretary to do so outside the hours of instruction (during a teacher’s preparation period, or at the end of the day).    
Smoking Policy Update  
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School District 16 has mandated that there be “NO SMOKING” on school property!  

Students will not be permitted to leave school property for the purpose of smoking.

Breakfast Program   The Breakfast Program will start on September 12th.  We want to thank volunteers for coming to help with this program.  At this time we are in search of additional volunteers to make this program run smoothly.  If you can help or you know of someone who can, please contact our coordinator, Maria Dunn (843-2900) or the school secretary (843-2900).
Energy Drinks  In consultation with our PSSC, Blackville School will not be permitting the possession or consumption of energy drinks (Red Bull, Monster, Amped, Rockstar or any such drink that contains the chemicals tauine or gaurana)  at school or at school events.  This decision was made after a presentation by our district health nurse which outlined the negative effects on adolescents of the consumption of such beverages.  
Parent School Support Committee

Fellow parents: 

Once again another school year is upon us. For most of us it enables us a return to a routine way of life, to get back on schedule.  We hope that some of you can evaluate your schedules and find a couple of hours every other month to come together to lend your support to the Parent School Support Committee.  The election for this year’s Parent School Support Committee will be held at Blackville School on Monday, September 24th at 7:00 PM. The only way you can truly know what is going on at Blackville School is to come to Blackville School.  We will need two (2) parents to complete our committee.

I urge every parent to become involved in their child’s education process and to plan on attending this very important election.

Thank you!

Policy 701 (Policy for the Protection of Students from Misconduct by Adults in the Public School System (1996)--Please be reminded that adults who work, volunteer, or want to visit the school (ie: have lunch), must have 701 training.  This can now be accessed on the web at   www.701.nbed.nb.ca  .

Bus Transfer Requests:  We need you to help us with this!   In an effort to make transfers  happen smoothly, we are asking that you send a written request to school with your child indicating the address your child is going to, as well as the bus they need to travel on to get there.  These notes will be processed by the secretary each morning.   Bus transfers will not be granted for social purposes!  Telephone requests for emergency cases only!!  

Thank you for your continued cooperation. 
School Bus Rules

Please review the following School Bus Rules with your children:

· Obey the driver

· Respect others

· Remain seated

· Keep aisle clear

· Talk quietly

Bus Zone in Front of School!

Reminder:  the zone in front of the school is closed to traffic from 8:50AM to 4:00 PM daily for the following reasons:

· It is a bus loading zone! 

· It is used as a social area by students at noon!

· It is designated as an area for classes to go during an emergency evacuation! 

Marked parking spaces are provided at the edge of the lawn for use by parents and visitors.  

Thank you for helping us keep this area safe!! 

Walking Home from School

It is the expectation of the school that students who come to school on the bus in the morning will return home on the bus in the evening.  Alternate arrangements should be a rarity rather than a regular occurrence.  A student who intends to be going to a different location at the end of the day must present a note from home to the office on each occasion; last minute phone calls are only acceptable in the case of an emergency. 

Students who live a reasonable distance from the school may walk to and from school provided they have parental permission.  That permission must be provided to the office in the form of a written note which will remain on file and serve for the year.  

Often times students will attempt to make plans with friends over the course of the school day to walk home to their friend’s place; this practice is highly discouraged as it creates confusion for the school and office when it comes to keeping track of our student body.

If you have any questions about these regulations, feel free to contact the school for clarification.

Pediculosis (Head Lice)  We are asking you help in regularly checking your children for head lice.  The earlier it is detected the easier it is to get it cleaned up.  Thank you for your cooperation with this!
Secretary Hours  

Monday to Friday  8:00-11:30  AM


               12:00-3:30   PM

Talk Mail!  Once again this year we will be making school announcements using "talk mail." If you have not registered for TalkMail you can register at no charge to you!  All you need to do is call toll free 1-800-561-6283 and ask to have this feature added to your phone line.  

You will not be charged for any messages you receive from our school.  You will only pay for those messages you send or if you reply to a message.  The cost is 25 cents per message or reply.   

Note: If you receive a message that is of no concern to you, you can delete it before it is finished by pressing “3” to end the message, and then “7” to delete it.  

Blackville High School Web Page!!

http//:blackville.nbed.nb.ca

Parents and guardians are encouraged to visit the Blackville High School web-site.  Again this year most of our teachers are posting daily homework, assignments etc.  Newsletters and school calendar will also be posted on the web page, as well as other useful links that may assist in your child's learning. 

Be sure to check it out!!!

Grade 12 Students

Are you thinking of applying to NBCC for the 2013-2014 school year?  Applications are due by November 1st, 2012.  See Mrs. Sobey for an application or check out the web-site at www.nbcc.ca.  Don't delay!  Programs fill up quickly.  

Public Health Information
Public Health Nurses will be having Immunization Clinics at school for the following grades as indicated in the table below.

A pamphlet explaining each vaccine offered and an explanatory letter has been sent home with the students. Consent forms will need to be returned to the homeroom teacher.

For more information, you may contact your local Public Health office 843-2959 or 778-6102.

	New Brunswick School-aged Immunization

for the 2011-2012 School Year

	Grade
	Product
	Vaccine composition

	7 (girls only)
	Gardasil™
	Quadrivalent HPV (types 6, 11,16  & 18)

	7/8/9
	Adacel
	Whooping cough, diphtheria and tetanus

	9
	Menevo/Menactra 
	Meningococcal disease

	
	
	


Immunization Dates for Blackville School
Grade 7 Girls:   September 28 (part 1)(Gardasil)

            December 4 (part 2)(Gardasil)

            April 4 (part 3)(Gardasil)
Grade 7/8/9 Boys and Girls:  September 28 (Adacel)
Grade 9:  September 28
Cell Phone Policy

Student cell phones are permitted on school property, however strict guidelines apply.  Cell phones are only permitted to be used in common areas of the school….open area, cafeteria, hallway, etc.  Students may use their cell phone before class, during morning break, lunchtime and after school.  Cell phones are not permitted to be on in classrooms.  Picture taking with cell-phones is strictly prohibited.  

First offence:  Student surrenders cell phone to the supervising teacher who delivers it to administration.  Parent or guardian is required to come to school to get phone.

Second offence:  Phone is taken to office by supervising teacher, administrator calls home, student will be suspended for one day or cell phone will be kept in the office for one week (7 days). 
Third offence:   Phone is taken to the office by supervising teacher, administrator calls home, student will be suspended for two days or cell phone will be kept in office for two weeks (14 days).  Further offences will result in escalating consequences. 

Dress Code

No:

· Headgear (caps, toques, headbands, hoods)

· Inappropriate slogan t-shirts (reference to drugs/alcohol, sexual connotations)

· Excessively short shorts/skirts (hand width above the knee)

· Revealed midriffs (tops meet top of pants)

· Halter tops, belly tops, tube tops, muscle shirts, no strapless tops

· Revealed undergarments, revealing tops

· Shoulder straps must be wide enough so as not to display bra straps

Cafeteria
Microwave ovens are provided in the cafeteria for the purpose of heating food….not cooking food.  

With this in mind three of the microwaves will be designated for those students needing three minutes or less.  The fourth oven will be open to those needing more than three minutes.  
Cafeteria  Price List for 2012-2013
K-12 Daily  

Healthy Choice with milk.......
$5.00 (M&H)  $4.35 (E)

Feature Meal without milk.....    $5.25

Homemade soup.....$2.50

Hamburger.....$3.25
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Cheeseburger.....$3.50

Chicken Burger....$3.95  (Monday & Thursday)
Pizza    Sm.......$2.00    (Tuesday, Thursday & Friday)
             Lrg......$3.00    (Tuesday, Thursday & Firday
Garlic Fingers.....$3.00

Panzoroti......$4.00

Panzorotti (half size)....$2.50

Fries..................$3.25

Chicken Ranch Wrap.....$4.00

Cold Cut Wrap.....$3.50

Pre ordered Sub......$4.25

Grilled Cheese.....$2.45

Ham/Tuna/Turkey sandwich.....$2.85

Egg Sandwich.....$2.25

BLT Sandwich.....$3.70

Meal Size Salads....$5.00

Dessert and Beverages
Cookie.....$0.75

Garlic Bun......$0.75
Pudding parfait......$1.50

Rice Krispie Square.....$1.25

Cinnamon Rolls......$1.50

Milk......$0.45

Bottle Juice.....$1.50

Water.....$1.50
Attached:  

· School Calendar
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