“The Lottery” and “The Possibility of Evil” 
By

Shirley Jackson

You have read and, hopefully, enjoyed both of Jackson’s stories by now and you should have picked up on the use of symbolism in both of these literary pieces. Jackson tends to use symbolism in many of her works and your assignment should also reflect this.

Your job:

· You must reconsider and perhaps, re-read both of these stories, paying extra attention to any and all of the symbolism used.

· Make a list of the various forms of symbols which you recognize as you re-read the stories.

· Once your list is complete, choose a symbol which “speaks to you: - one you feel very strongly about (
· You are now going to create a visual picture of this symbol – this must be MUCH more than just a picture.

· You must incorporate the figurative meaning behind your chosen symbol.

· I will give you an example:

You all know the story of Snow White, right? Well, one symbol you may use from this story may be the apple the queen gives to Snow White when she is in the woods living with the dwarfs.

Now, if I were going to complete the assignment the way I want you to complete it, I would draw/create an apple that looked beautiful to the naked eye, but if one were to look closely, they would notice some subtle shading within the apple’s bright shiny skin. This shaded image would be a sinister picture of a “death moth” – an African version of the poisonous moth from the rain forest of Africa. See the symbolism??
· Once you have decided on your symbol, you now have to write an explanation for it. 
· Use the following steps to help explain your “masterpiece:
· Why you have chosen this symbol?
· What is the figurative meaning behind your symbol?
· What significance it played in the story?
· Any other information you would like to share with us about your symbol

· Finally, you can display your “message/explanation in any fashion you choose – it does not necessarily have to just written out in paragraph form. If there is another creative way for you to display your explanation on your piece of “art”, then please show it to us.

· Good luck and be “crazy” creative with this!!!

