Lifting a Line Activity (Second Draft Reading)
Tuck Everlasting

Natalie Babbit

Pg 28
Quote:

“All right, I’m one hundred and four years old,” he told her solemnly

Response:

At first glance, this line really did not mean much to me.  I thought it was just a young boy tormenting a young gullible girl.  But after going back and rereading, I now have a better understanding of what Jesse was really saying…the truth.   Jesse appears to be a young vibrant boy from the outside but is truly worn and withered on the inside.  104 years has taken its toll on this solemn soul and only he and his family know how life changing this curse has been. 

